


The mission of the Children’s Museum of Denver at 
Marsico Campus is to create extraordinary experiences 

that champion the wonder and joy of childhood. 

mission
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Dear friends,

For 50 years, the Children’s Museum has been an integral part of the Denver community. The path from 
our humble beginnings as a traveling exhibition to becoming one of the world’s premier children’s 
museums was not without its challenges, and we are so grateful to our early advocates who saw the 
vision of what this Museum could be.

Today, we continue to serve as a gathering place where families can share moments of connection, and 
we are committed to ensuring that every family in our community has the opportunity to create, explore 
and discover with us. Our access programs are vitally important to our mission and show no signs of 
slowing down. This year alone, we welcomed over 100,000 guests through these programs, which 
provide free or greatly reduced admission and memberships to families who qualify. We also have new 
projects on the horizon which we hope will surprise, delight and, of course, inspire wonder and joy.

We are looking forward to the next 50 years, and are excited to challenge ourselves, and the museum
industry as a whole, to design and create for the next generation of children and families. As we journey
into the future, we are forever grateful for our supporters like you.

With gratitude, 

Lisa Wynn, MD, MBA    
2023 Board Chair
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At the Museum, we believe all children and 
families should have access to hands-on learning 
experiences that inspire creativity, wonder and 
joy. Because of the rising cost of living in the 
Denver-metro region and the high need for 

financially accessible services, several Museum 
initiatives extend free or greatly reduced 

admission to families who may not otherwise be 
able to a�ord a Museum visit. These include the 

SNAP Access Initiative, which o�ers significantly 
discounted admission to families in the 

Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program, and 
our Sponsored Admissions and Memberships 

Program, which o�ers free programs and annual 
family memberships to children in Title I schools. 

Through these initiatives and other access and 
outreach programs, 23% of our audience (more 
than 100,000 guests) experienced the Museum 

for free or at a greatly reduced cost in FY23.

Access is Key

a year in review
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Included with Museum admission, we o�ered 
more than 1,800 educational programs to our 

members and guests in FY23. We hosted 
cooking classes in The Teaching Kitchen, where 
diverse foods and recipes were highlighted on 

the menu. Through our Artist-in-Residence 
Program, guests worked alongside professional 

artists Becky Wareing Steele and Calla 
Michaelides Lokku to create unique pieces just 

for the Museum. Outside, we encouraged 
guests to move, groove and explore nature 

during Joy Park Adventures. 

This fiscal year, we also added a variety of 
weekly programs designed just for our earliest 
learners and their caregivers: Baby Artists in 
The Art Studio, Baby Chefs in The Teaching 

Kitchen and Nature Babies in Joy Park. 

Dynamic Programs
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a year in review

Our wildly popular community events 
hosted more than 12,400 people in FY23. 
Our fall festival, Harvest Hoot, featured a 

Monster Carnival, spooky crafts and 
fang-tastic treats from The Teaching 

Kitchen. We rang in Noon Year’s Eve with 
ball drops on the hour and streamers 
soaring through the air. And we had a 
Party for Our Planet in honor of Earth 

Day with activities all about 
sustainability and our natural world.

In FY23, our fundraising events raised more than 
$250,000. This year, the Museum’s annual Birthday 

Bash was An Enchanted Evening with auctions, 
dancing and delicious, fairytale inspired food and 

cocktails. And for the first time since 2020, we 
hosted Joy on Tap, our craft beer festival, with 18 

local breweries and 9 caterers serving up brews and 
childhood-inspired bites to guests who spent the 

evening enjoying play in the Museum’s
world-class exhibits.

26

Adults Need Fun, Too!
Community Celebrations
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Snow Days, our seasonal winter 
experience, returned for a second 

successful year! New features 
included a custom diorama with 
vintage snowmobiles and a snow 
maze journey, plus guests enjoyed 

returning favorites like sock-skating, 
sledding, curling and of course,

hot cocoa.

The Museum was excited to begin construction on 
two new spaces in FY23. Bloom, designed for 

children ages newborn-36 months, will replace the 
much beloved Center for the Young Child and will 
incorporate the latest research on developmental 

play for early learners. This beautiful new space will 
include unique and vibrant art installations from our 

Exhibits Team as well as six talented Colorado 
artists. Gallery Uno will be the Museum’s rotating 
exhibit space, with experiences designed to be 

whimsical, irreverent, clever and joyful. Bloom will 
open in October 2023 and Gallery Uno is slated to 

open in summer 2024.

To the Future!
Snow Days



Children’s Museum of Denver at Marsico Campus - Fiscal Year 2023

statement of activities
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Support and revenues 
  Gifts & grants - Annual fund $   4,882,264
  Gifts & grants - Capital fund  930,412
  Earned revenue     5,656,308
   Special events revenue   193,063
  Investment & misc. income     366,561     
  Total support and revenues     12,028,608 
   
Expenses  
  Program     7,369,373
  Supporting     2,078,640
  Total expenses   9,448,013 

Change in net assets 
    Annual fund    1,650,183
     Capital fund         930,412 
Total change in net assets   2,580,595

Net assets at beginning of year    24,625,909
     
Net assets at end of year $  27,206,504   

1. Includes $1,517,738 in one-time COVID-19 stimulus funding
2. Net of expenses

1

2
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Children’s Museum of Denver at Marsico Campus - Fiscal Year 2023
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Assets 
  Current assets $  6,972,927
  Contributions receivable     525,517
  Investments    4,125,400
  Property & equipment, net   17,768,953
       
  Total assets  $    

Liabilities and net assets   
  Liabilities  
    Current liabilities $   1,048,328
    Deferred revenue                    1,137,965 
  Total liabilities      2,186,293

  Net assets 
    Unrestricted    26,684,302
    Temporarily restricted - General    215,069
    Temporarily restricted - Capital                 307,133 
  Total net assets 27,206,504 

Total liabilities & net assets  $     

29,392,797

29,392,797



Please enjoy this snapshot of the 
Museum’s remarkable history.

Museum
Through
the Years

Now that we’ve updated you on 
fiscal year 2023, we want to take 
you on a journey through the 
past 50 years...





1980 – Boing! Goes National 
Boing!, the Museum-published 
newspaper written for kids, by 
kids, launched in November 
1978. By 1980, the newspaper 
was distributing almost 2 million 
copies to elementary schools 
across the nation, free of charge. 
Judy Blume, popular children’s 
author, even contributed a 
monthly column!

Exhibits of the 70s

Moving to a new home allowed the Museum to expand its exhibit o�erings. 
Highlights included The Cycle of Life, which tackled the tough subject of death 
and included a real casket, as well as living and dead plant matter. And to keep 
things whimsical, the wildly popular Face Painting Booth was stocked with all 
the tools children needed to make their face a masterpiece. But that didn’t mean 
the Museum stopped traveling! Sensorium featured a variety of di�erent 
experiences that were all designed to be brought out into the community and 
became one of the most profitable aspects of the budding Museum. 

1975 – Our First Home
The Museum soon 
recognized the need for a 
physical location. After 
renovating a building on 
Bannock Street, the 
Museum opened its doors 
in January 1975. General 
admission was free, so 
everyone could enjoy the 
Museum! 

1973 – Museum Founded
On May 9, 1973, the Children’s 
Museum of Denver was 
founded by a group of 
parents, educators and 
advocates who sought to 
create an interactive cultural 
and educational institution for 
children and families. At this 
time, the Museum was 
completely portable, traveling 
to libraries, schools and 
community centers. 



In the 1980s, we invited children and families to explore other cultures in our rotating 
Communities exhibit, and to gain a better understanding and empathy for those with 
physical disabilities through Like Me, Like You. There’s a Monster in My Closet gave kids 
a chance to dress up in PJs and conquer their bedtime fears with imaginative play. In 
The TV Studio, guests worked with actual TV equipment to develop and star in their 
own news program. And at Jim Short’s Health Club, physical fitness took center stage, 
encouraging a healthy and active lifestyle.

Exhibits of the 80s
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1982 – Meet Nuzz
Nuzz, a cartoon character 
created by a local artist, 
becomes the o�cial 
mascot of the Museum. 
Nuzz was a regular at 
Museum events for years, 
and guests could even 
take home their own 
stu�ed Nuzz. 

1989 – SCFD is Founded
The Scientific and Cultural 
Facilities District (SCFD) was 
voter-approved and launched 
in the Denver-metro area. 
The Children’s Museum 
began receiving funds in the 
inaugural year, and still 
benefits from this unique 
seven-county tax district 
today. 

1984 – Museum Moves
Within months of 
opening at the Bannock 
Street location, the 
Museum was drawing 
record numbers from 
the Denver-metro area 
and beyond. Planning 
began for a larger 
facility, and in 1984 the 
Museum moved to its 
current home along the 
South Platte River. 
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1992 – Science Center LAB
The Museum opened the region’s only science 
center specifically for kids, designed for ages 7 - 14.

1991 – Nuzz News
Named after our warm and fuzzy 
mascot, the Museum launched a 
bi-monthly newsletter aimed to inform 
the community about exciting events 
and exhibits at the Museum. The 
publication was available as an insert in 
The Parent Magazine, allowing the 
Museum to expand its reach.

1994 – KidsPort
The Museum opened up 
KidsPort at Stapleton 
International Airport, the first 
satellite children’s museum in 
an airport.

1990 – KidSlope
KidSlope, the 25-foot-high and 120-foot-long 
plastic ski slope, made its debut at the 
Museum! Created in partnership with 
Colorado Ski Country USA, the exhibit was the 
first of its kind in the nation and was open 
year-round. It was designed to give children 
and their families a cost-e�ective ski 
experience without ever leaving Denver. 
Through a special partnership with Denver 
Public Schools, all fourth graders were given 
the opportunity to visit the Museum for two 
free 90-minute lessons.

1998 – 25th Birthday
The Museum celebrated 25 years 
of service to the community with 
a month full of special events 
and activities, including a visit 
from an elephant! 



2000 – Center for the Young Child 
The Center for the Young Child was a 3,700-square-foot 
exhibit designed to meet the developmental needs
of children newborn through age 3 and their caregivers. The 
Museum utilized the latest research on child development to 
create an interactive and playful environment, complete 
with opportunities to develop sensory awareness and 
language, motor and cognitive skills.
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2003 – DPS Science & 
Literacy Collaborative
The Museum partnered 
with Denver Public 
Schools to provide 
children in Title I schools 
the opportunity to 
discover the joys of 
science and literacy 
through hands-on 
learning. In 2006, the 
Museum received the 
Environmental Education 
Award for Excellence for 
the program, which 
eventually became the 
GROW Collaborative and 
added the Butterfly 
Pavillion and Denver 
Botanic Gardens as 
partner organizations.

2003 – Under My Feet, Over My Head
This “urban backyard” invited visitors to experience all 
levels of the natural world; underground, on the land and 
in the sky. It featured oversized plants, animals, insects 
and microorganisms that can be found in local backyards 
or parks, allowing children to develop empathy for 
animals by truly feeling like they were a part of the 
environment.

2004 – Fire Station No. 1
Featuring a real retired Denver fire truck, the 
exhibit allowed children to experience the life of a 
fire fighter through costume play and exploration 
of the truck. The wildly popular exhibit still lives 
on at the Museum, now featuring a fire fighter 
pole for guests to slide down and an interactive 
experience that allows kids to “put out the fire” in 
a building.



2014 – Expansion Groundbreaking
The Museum kicked o� a transformational 
expansion project with a special 
groundbreaking ceremony alongside the 
community and key stakeholders.

2015 – Grand Reopening
After years of fundraising 
and construction, the 
Children’s Museum of Denver 
at Marsico Campus cut the 
ribbon on a $16 million dollar 
expansion. We more than 
doubled our public space 
with two new wings, multiple 
new exhibits, a world-class 
outdoor experience area and 
extra guest amenities.

2016 – Artist-in-Residence
The Museum began hosting four local 
artists each year to hold open studio 
hours with guests and collaborate with 
them on a piece for the Museum’s 
collection. The program lives on and 
continues to fill the Museum with 
one-of-a-kind art.

2017 – Opening Doors
In response to a growing anti-immigrant 
sentiment, the Museum collaborated with 
10 local artists to build a public art piece 
consisting of beautifully adorned open 
doors on the Museum’s entry plaza to 
welcome all families.

2015 – SNAP Access Initiative
The Museum launched the SNAP 
Access Initiative, welcoming all 
those who receive Supplemental 
Nutrition Assistance Program 
benefits to visit the Museum for 
just $1 a person.



2023 – 50th Anniversary
We celebrated 50 years of 
wonder and joy alongside 
key community leaders, 
including Governor Jared 
Polis, who declared May 9 
Children’s Museum of 
Denver at Marsico Campus 
Day! We also honored the 
founders, stakeholders, 
board members and sta� 
who came before us with a 
special alumni event 
hosted on May 24.
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2019 – Adventure Forest
The Museum’s signature outdoor 
exhibit, Adventure Forest, 
opened! This 500-foot-long 
adventure course and immersive 
art installation provides kids with 
the chance to challenge 
themselves and experience art
in a whole new way.

2018 – National Medal
The Museum was awarded the 
National Medal for Museum and 
Library Service, the nation’s highest 
honor for institutions that make 
significant and exceptional 
contributions to their communities. 

2021 – Snow Days
This seasonal experience features all the 
best winter activities, including sock 
skating, sledding on real snow, an 
imaginative ice fishing game, a snow maze 
and of course, hot cocoa and toasty 
fireplaces. Snow Days allowed guests to 
get outdoors and practice greater social 
distancing at a time when the pandemic 
was still a�ecting many in our community.



Fall Fun Festivities
Halloween, and of course, dressing up, have always been important traditions at the Children’s Museum. In the 1970s, the 
Haunted House featured a mad scientist in his laboratory, a spooky garden and the Dark Slimy Passage filled with gooey 
green creatures, bats and cobwebs. Over the years, the event evolved into Trick or Treat Street, which debuted in 1979, and 
showcased a variety of wild and whimsical treat houses stocked with goodies. In 2022, Harvest Hoot got it’s start, featuring 
a Monster Carnival, fall-themed décor, crafts, treats from The Teaching Kitchen, music and a whole lot of fun.

Noon Year’s Eve 
Launched in 1996 as the first New Year’s Eve celebration specifically for kids in Denver, Noon Year’s Eve is a tradition that 
continues to this day. Families can experience the glitz and glam of NYE in Times Square, all before bedtime! The event 
features multiple ball drops, confetti and streamers, music, themed crafts and more. Though the event was originally known 
and loved for its bubble wrap fireworks, it now takes on a whole other level of wintry fun in our seasonal outdoor 
experience, Snow Days.

special events through the years

18 Fall Fun Festivities Noon Year’s Eve Earth Day Celebrations

The Children’s Museum has hosted numerous 
events in our 50 years, but these celebrations 

have been some of our biggest hits.

Noon Year’s Eve



Earth Day Celebrations
The Museum has long been a leader in teaching children how to care for our planet. In 2017, we began our annual Earth Day 
Celebration which included activities about gardening, composting, recycling and even baking with a solar oven. In 2019, 
the event was re-branded to Party for Our Planet in order to feature not just conservation, but topics ranging from geology 
and Earth’s history to diverse cultures around the world.

Hop, Skip & a Jump Start Family 5k
From 2007 – 2019, the Museum hosted Hop, Skip & a Jump Start. This stroller-friendly 5K started on the Children's Museum 
plaza and followed the South Platte River. The event also included Mini Meets, like the Toddler Trot and Infant Crawl, 
allowing children of all ages to participate and raise funds to support the Museum.

Bunny Trail EggVenture
The Museum’s annual springtime festival, hosted from 1998 – 2017, invited guests to visit di�erent “eggsploration stations,” 
sample tasty treats, meet animal friends and listen to StoryTimes with the Big Bunny.

Craft Beer Festival
Launched in 2018 as Ales, Apps & Barrels of Fun, the fundraiser was rebranded in 2023 to Joy on Tap. Held in February, this 
21+ event invites adults in our community to experience all the wonder and joy of the Children’s Museum while discovering 
beers from local breweries and snacking on tasty bites from some of Denver’s top caterers. 

Annual Gala
As the Museum’s largest fundraiser, the Birthday Bash has served as a night for our supporters to gather, bid on auction 
items, mix & mingle over drinks and hors d’oeuvres, and to celebrate and support the Museum’s important work. Each year, 
the gala’s theme changes, paving the way for wildly creative décor with equally inspired cocktails and food. Funds from the 
event support the Museum’s access programs, exhibit development, educational programming and operations, and would 
not be possible without a team of amazing committee volunteers.

Annual Gala 19Hop, Skip & a Jump Start Craft Beer Festival Annual Gala
Bunny Trail
EggVenture



Our incredible volunteers dedicate their time and 
energy to make our programs, events and operations 
successful. In FY23, 165 individuals volunteered 1,598 
hours to support our mission. Thank you!
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special thanks to our volunteers

49th Bash
Committee 

Thank you to our amazing committee for making the 49th Birthday Bash such a success!

Alison Millice
Ami Milstead
Emma Nasif
Taylor Ross
Alyssa Russo
Erin Skarda Ake
Katie Sznewajs
Julie Taylor
Kay Teitelbaum
Lizzi Teplitzky
Kassie Wojdyla

Stephanie Brown
Cissie Busch
Megan Conn
Sarah Du�y
Lauren Giu�ra
Kayla Hodges
Margaret Holtkamp
Allie Ingalls
Molly Ingalls
Jessica Kennedy
Mari Marsico

Event CommitteeEvent Chairs
Jen Kilgore & Megan Whelan

Sandy Graham
Kali Hanford
Julia Lazure
Sarah Mohapp
Kelly Warren
Kate Winn
Ella Yeager

Committee Chairs



special thanks to our donors

Erin and Kevin Bird
Kathryn and David Birnbaum
Amy and Neill Burt
Jennifer and Je� Calderone
Dr. Sara Carpenter and Mr. Scott Carpenter
Darci Cherry and David Gerbig
Nichole Dickman and Ethan Kottke
Laura Wilkerson Dietrich
Lauren and Anthony Epps
Ginny and John Freyer
James Greer and Otto Espinoza
Sandra Harris and Ryan Adrian
Carissa Henderson
Kayla and Craig Hodges
Marisa and Chad Hollingsworth
I�e and Rayshun Jennings
Gretchen and John Kerr
Jen and Scott Kilgore
Jennifer Landrum
Michael Liedtke
Melissa and Ty Little
Cydney and Tom Marsico
Mari and Peter Marsico
Barbara Neal and Edward Ellis
Jennifer Nevins and Michael Yankovich
Jack and Judy Pottle
Elene Sewalk
Jenna and Walker Stapleton
Gail Schoettler and Donald Stevens

$1,000 and Above

Individuals Kristin and George Strompolos
The Taylor Family
Taryn and Lance Thomas
Megan and Matt Whelan
Elizabeth and Mike Whillock
Lisa and Charles Wynn

Heather and Ryan Beiser
Ellen and Jon Braun
Sharon and Jim Butler
Nicole and Tyler Carner
Megan and Derek Conn
Fernanda Cornejo and Adam Newman
Katie Du�y
Sarah and Chad Du�y
Sandy Graham and Blair Johnson
Margaret and Steve Holtkamp
Meg and Adam Keslosky
Elaine and David Licko
Nancy Livingston
Gail Martz
Joe Miller
Sarah and Michael Mohapp
Emma and Naum Nasif
Sandra and Je�rey Osatinski
Jennifer and Kip Portz
Cassandra Roeca and Steven Simon
Kelsey and Stephen Sahli
Jaime and Michael Stewart
Patience Syrus
Kathleen and Dan Sznewajs
Sara and Matt Wilhelm
Kate and Scott Winn

$500-$999
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special thanks to our donors

Organizations

$10,000 to $24,999

The Dorsey & Whitney Foundation
Dorsey & Whitney LLP
E. B. Wagner Charitable Fund
The McCord Family Charitable Fund
Megan and Elizabeth Toohey Fund
Singer Family Foundation
Tracy Family Foundation
Union Pacific Foundation
Virginia W. Hill Foundation
Xcel Energy Foundation

$25,000 to $49,999

Dairy MAX
Delta Dental of Colorado
Harmes C. Fishback Foundation
Sparkjoy Foundation
The Gateway Fund II
VF Foundation

$50,000 and Above
Ball Corporation
Buell Foundation
Children's Hospital Colorado
Daniels Fund
Denver Water
Giles W. and Elise G. Mead Foundation
Helen M. McLoraine Endowment Fund
Institute of Museum and Library Services
Ovintiv USA
The Sturm Family Foundation

Anonymous
Hogan Lovells US, LLP
JAGreen Development
PDC Energy
Perkins Coie LLP
U.S. Bank Foundation

$5,000 to $9,999

ABM Parking Services
Community Active Living Coalition
Genesee Mountain Foundation
Gill Capital Partners
Junior League of Denver
Little Kickers Swim School
MidFirst Bank

$1,000 to $2,499

$500 to $999

Duree Family Charitable Fund
Giddy Up Fund

49 Dogs Family Foundation
Burns & McDonnell
Fransen Pittman General Construction
Joyn.gg
Lively Arts Homeschool/
     Mountain Phoenix Community School
PNC Bank
Southmoor Pediatric Dentistry
Wagner Equipment Co.
Xcel Energy

$2,500-$4,999
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special thanks to our donors
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The Children’s Museum of Denver at Marsico Campus makes every 
e�ort to accurately acknowledge our donors. If an error in recognition 
has occurred, please contact our donor relations sta� at 303-561-0110. 

Epicurean Catering
The Family Jones
John Fielder
Footers Catering
IKEA Centennial
Little Man Ice Cream
McNeil Designer Portraits
Mischief Management, Inc
Peak Beverage
PNC Bank
Relish Catering & Events
Sage Hospitality
Serendipity Catering
Suerte Tequila
Julie and Jim Taylor
The North Face
Three Tomatoes Catering
Youth Seen Camp

In-Kind

Anonymous
5280 Magazine
Alpine Lumber Co.
Biscuits & Berries Catering
Butler Rents
Jennifer and Je� Calderone
Catering by Design
Colorado Catering Company
Colorado Parent Magazine
Denver Film Society
Denver Metropolitan Major League Baseball     
     Stadium District
Denver Museum of Nature & Science
Denver Pops
Deshebrado Catering & Events
Dunton Destinations

$1,000 and Above



Museum Leadership Team, Fiscal Year 2023

Thank you, SCFD!

Mike Yankovich, President and Chief Executive O�cer
Gretchen Kerr, Chief Operating O�cer

Amy Burt, Vice President of Development and Communications
Jon Handwork, Senior Director of Guest Services 

Kerri Atter, Director of Exhibits and Special Projects
Nick Brunner, Director of Finance

Kimber Kuhl, Director of Marketing and Membership
Sarah McManus, Director of Education
Cisco Ocampo, Director of Facilities 

Andrew Pasini, Director of Human Resources

Unique to our amazing state, the Scientific and Cultural Facilities District (SCFD) makes field trips, educational 
programs, exhibits and many free days possible. SCFD is a voter-approved tax of 1 penny on every $10 spent in 
the 7-county metro area, directly supporting over 300 arts, science, historical and cultural organizations. The 
ability of the Children’s Museum of Denver at Marsico Campus to fulfill our mission to create extraordinary 
experiences that champion the wonder and joy of childhood is made possible in part by the citizens of the SCFD.

Chair - Lisa Wynn, MD, MBA: Physician, Obstetrics and Gynecology
Vice Chair - Craig Hodges: VP of Corporate A�airs and Communications, VF Corporation

Treasurer/Secretary - Je� Calderone: Chief Executive O�cer, Elevated Third
Ryan Beiser: Regional President and Head of Corporate Banking, PNC Bank

Anthony Epps, Esq.: Partner, Dorsey & Whitney
James Greer: Vice President and Chief Operating O�cer, WellPower

Sandra Harris: Counsel, Hogan Lovells, US, LLP
I�e Jennings: Area Manager, Xcel Energy

Jennifer Landrum: Early Childhood Advocate
Fayoke Longe: Founder and Creative Director, Facet Creative Design

Vatsala Kapur Pathy: Senior Advisor and Strategist, Rootstock Solutions LLC
Stella Peterson: Senior Communications Consultant, Xcel Energy

Judy Pottle: Early Childhood Educator
Megan Scremin: CEO & President, Special Olympics Colorado

Betsy Wagner: Early Childhood Advocate
Elaine Y. Weng, MD, MS: Mountain Radiation Oncology Consultants

Elizabeth Whillock: VP of Human Resources, Ovintiv

Board of Directors, Fiscal Year 2023


